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Recycling of Plastic Oyster Infrastructure guide. (March 2025)
In theory, all plastics can be recycled, as they are made from polymers that can be broken down and reprocessed into new materials. However, in practice, only certain types of plastics are economically viable to recycle due to factors like sorting complexity, contamination, and market demand for recycled materials. High-value plastics like Poly propylene (used in water bottles) and HDPE (used in detergent containers and many oyster items) are widely recycled because there is an established infrastructure and market for them. Meanwhile, lower-grade plastics, such as polystyrene or multi-layered plastics, are more challenging and costly to process, often requiring advanced chemical recycling methods that are not yet widely available at scale. As a result, while full plastic recyclability is scientifically possible, economic and logistical constraints mean that only a fraction of plastics are currently recycled efficiently.
Should you wish to learn more about the situation for oyster farmers in NSW have a read of https://www.oceanwatch.org.au/circular-economy/ 
"Recycling plastic instead of sending it to landfill is a positive step. While challenges remain in Australia to recycle all items, you can help by separating different parts of an item to make the pickup more economical now and in future.” Operations Manager- Simon Rowe. 
This pictorial guide should help oyster farmers decide what can and what can’t be recycled under OceanWatch’ s “From waste to product” project in the February to April 2025 period. Infrastructure like all things ages so even if this process doesn’t work for your circumstance, investing some thought now will pay off in the longer term. 
We intend to have a mobile shredding team travel up the coast collecting unwanted oyster infrastructure from the 24th March to the 11th of April 2025. The shredding and travel costs will be funded by the project so there are no costs to the owner. A processor will accept clean shred, refine that product and then on sell it to a remanufacturer. 
Re-manufacturing
Refinning and re pelletizing
Shredding




In order for this to run smoothly, Oyster farmers should think about what stockpiles they are ready to provide to the shredding team. Then.
1. Check on the below list that the item qualifies.
2. Clean the items as best you can of sand and shell but mostly importantly removing timber, nails and screws. A pressure wash is beneficial. 
3. Place piles of the same item on pallets clearly marked for pickup near a small truck access point. 
4. Email: Simon@oceanwatch.org.au the address and quantity. 


Under this project, funded until May 1st farmers can participate and dispose for free the following items. Other parts (those with red crosses below) can also be piled and maybe taken away if time permits. 


[image: ]  [image: Checkmark with solid fill](PP) Plugs, cables ties ok. Remove shell. 
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[image: IMG_1346.jpg][image: Checkmark with solid fill] Remove stainless steel cable 
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[image: IMG_1371.jpg][image: Checkmark with solid fill]Remove foam
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[image: ][image: Checkmark with solid fill]Remove timber and ropes, drums rinsed/ washed inside and out. 
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[image: ]                                          Blow moulded float
[image: IMG_1373.jpg][image: Checkmark with solid fill]Cut off foam, cable ties ok, stretchy cord not and rope remove. 
[image: IMG_1313.jpg] [image: Checkmark with solid fill]Remove foam
[image: IMG_1345.jpg] [image: Close with solid fill]Soft plastic or pvc catch slats. Wires or ropes.
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[image: IMG_1318.jpg][image: Close with solid fill]no soft plastic or PVC. Blue drums ok, need to be washed inside and out
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[image: IMG_1316.jpg]  [image: Checkmark with solid fill]Move plastic from timber and pull tacks/ nails. 
[image: IMG_1326.jpg] [image: Checkmark with solid fill]Remove timber. Plastic only, no screws
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Conditions and frequently asked questions. 
1. This project ends on the 1st May 2025. OceanWatch are doing what they can to organise this collection for the state. If your collection is missed, a future project may or may not be able to assist. You can ask your local council if a local business or Councils recycling stream will recycle the items also. 
2. What if I don’t have many items ready to go? You can stockpile them and combine with neighbours. Ideally after the grant local processors will be able to take advantage of your organisation and accept the items at a rate below that of the cost to take to landfill. 
3. What if my items are heavily befouled? A low level is ok, higher amounts reduce the useability of the pile to a degree that they would need to be disposed in a landfill. Your best off keeping those items in a separate pile and the discretion of the shredding team will apply if they can take the items. 
4. I’m still thinking about if I want to throw them. That’s fine this is a limited opportunity to use or loose. 
5. I have items but they need to be worked on, and I don’t have the labour or time. Get in touch we might be able to help. 
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